
who are we?

The Real Food Challenge network

Founding/Sponsoring Groups

The Food Project

Anim Steel

California Student Sustainability Coalition (CSSC)

Partners

Slow Food USA -- Slow Food on Campus

Yale Sustainable Food Project

Oxfam’s CHANGE Leaders Program

Community Food Security Coalition

United Students for Fair Trade

Student Farmworker Alliance

Equal Exchange

what do we provide?

Trainings

Summits

Online Database

Links to other resources

about us

launch The Real Food Challenge
September 2008

what do we do?
our history

and our future...

overview

The Real Food Challenge (RFC) is a new national campaign 
that unites and empowers students and their allies to 
create a food system that truly nourishes people, 
communities, and the earth. 

The RFC connects leaders on hundreds of campuses 
across the country and provides the tools they need to 
achieve shared goals and strategies. We do this through 
summits, trainings, on-the-ground organizing, and an online 
resource hub.

The purpose of the Real Food Challenge is to establish a 
common platform for existing networks to talk with each 
other—to amplify the work that fair trade campaigners, 
local food advocates, farm worker activists, student 
farmers, and others do in relative isolation from each other.
 

The Northeast Real Food Summit
November 2007

Yaleour organizing structure

The Real Food Challenge

Steering Committee

Marissa Grossman

Anim Steel

someone

someone

someone

Student Advisory Committee

Porfessional Advisory Committee

Design Team

National Working Group

two hard resources

one about dining halls

one about college farms and gardens

what do we want?
(our goals)

20% of college food is real food by 2018

Outreach Taskforce

key points

The RFC was founded by The Food Project and
the California Student Sustainability Coalition.

We have many partners all across the US.

The RFC is a platform for uniting students to change food on their campuses,
by changing dining halls, adding farms, and changing academics.

The RFC is a platform for collaboration between
fair trade activists, students farmers, and food activists.

how can you get involved?

Question:
What does it look like for me and my school to collaborate with the 
RFC?
Answer:
Collaboration starts like this:
1. get info from your school to put in the database, that'll help you and 
other people too
1.1 provide a contact person -- the school liaison
2. help your Area Organizer with stuff, keep them updated, ask them 
for help, check out the website
3. help pilot the Real Food Calculator, contact Anim Steel about that. In 
2009, when it's developed, go to their dining services coordinator with 
the RF Calculator.
 

Question:
And are student groups encouraged to 
use the name RFC for their group?
Answer:
Yes, we encourage students to use the 
name for their student organization.
 

a week of actions at 300 schools

Northeast

Marissa Grossman

New York Area

Samuel Lipschultz

Eastern Massachusetts Area

Siv Lie

Western Massachusetts Area

Patrick Gibbs

Maine

Connecticut

Pennsylvania + New Jersey

Carolyn Auwaerter

Vermont + New Hampshire

edu Liz Moran

Rhode Island

David Schwartz

California

Tim Galarneau

Midwest

Southwest

Mid-Atlantic

Southeast

Northwest

org "About Us" on the website

What is the Real Food Challenge?

pdf
But what is "real food"?

What are its goals?

How will we reach our goals?

Empower students

Build partnerships

Promote alignment

Frame food

Examine the legacy of racism and classism
But what does the Real Food Challenge DO?

have websites and partners

USA Real Food Challenge

nation

Northeast

California

Midwest

Southeast

Southwest

Northwest

Mid-Atlantic

Regional Organizers
2 in early 2008

4 by 2009
7 by 2010

region

Hampshire

Mount Holyoke

UMass Amherst

Amherst

Smith

Williams

HCC

GCC

School Liaisons
~ 75 in early 2008

~ 300 by 2009
~ 900 by 2010

school

Western MA

Eastern MA

New York

Maine

Pennsylvania and
New Jersey

Vermont and
New Hampshire

Connecticut

Rhode Island

Area Organizers
~ 12 in early 2008

~ 35 by 2009
~ 56 by 2010

area

Active Students
~ 500 in early 2008

~ 2,000 by 2009
~ 10,000 by 2010

student

Who is the Real Food Challenge?

How did the Real Food Challenge start?

Why students?

Why now?

Where is RFC now?

How is the Real Food Challenge funded?

What can I do? / How do I join?

student

student

student

student

student

student

student

and other people linked to food at the college


